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Real Estate

After almost two years of watching
Amavida rise from the ground by Lakes
Park, residents are moving in. This
week the first people to live in the in-
dependent living section started to call
Amavida home.

Amavida has 460 total residences,
with 300 residences in independent liv-
ing, which offers apartments and cot-
tages, 125 apartments in assisted living
and 35 in memory care. About 50 peo-
ple moved in this past week.

“There are more people moving in
every day,” said John Lane, marketing
manager.

Renee and Conrad Anowski moved

in opening day and are quickly getting
unpacked and enjoying the amenities.

“The buildings are excellent,” Conrad
Anowski began. “The restaurant has
the best meals we have had all year. We
go there for breakfast and dinner. We
are very impressed by what the chef
makes.”

Conrad Anowski also likes that Ama-
vida offers rental units, not something
he had to buy.

“When you have to put money up-
front, you don’t see it anymore,” he said.
“I want to keep it invested.”

The Anowskis said they are so happy
to be living in Amavida after having a
difficult experience at their last home.
The couple has lived full time in South 

Amavida welcomes its first
residents to their new homes

Andrea Stetson
Special to Fort Myers News-Press
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See AMAVIDA, Page 2F

The independent living section of Amavida, which consists of apartments (shown) and cottages, just opened for residents
to move in last week. PHOTOS BY ANDREA STETSON

Conrad Anowski unpacks a box in his
new home in Amavida.

Southwest Florida’s top 10 sellers
Lee Co. Features Year Built

Square
Footage

Selling
Price

Bonita Springs Gulf front 2012 4,474 $5,250,000 

Bonita Springs Bayfront, dock 2007 4,704 $2,650,000 

Bonita Springs Beach access, golf 2001 5,085 $2,699,000 

Fort Myers Beach Gulf access, dock 2016 2,492 $1,500,000 

Fort Myers Beach Gulf access, dock 1986 3,832 $1,172,500 

Fort Myers Riverfront, dock 1988 5,685 $780,000 

Cape Coral Gulf access, dock 2017 2,431 $735,000 

Sanibel Lakefront 1971 2,302 $750,000 

Estero Lakefront, golf 1999 2,664 $785,000 

Sanibel Near beach, spa 1987 2,371 $717,000 

Collier Co. Features Year Built
Square

Footage
Selling

Price

Naples Bayfront 2014 7,730 $14,600,000 

Naples Bayfront, dock 2005 6,535 $5,700,000 

Naples Lakefront, clubhouse 2003 6,000 $4,150,000 

Naples Pool/spa 2016 4,487 $2,100,000 

Naples Beach access, golf 2015 3,433 $1,850,000 

Naples Clubhouse, golf 2016 3,927 $1,800,000 

Naples Clubhouse, golf 2018 2,971 $1,960,000 

Naples Lakefront, golf 1996 5,047 $1,485,000 

Naples Lakefront, golf 2014 3,333 $1,615,000 

Naples Lakefront, golf 2012 5,925 $1,625,000 

For the week ending Dec. 3-9, 2018

SOURCE: ROYAL SHELL REAL ESTATE THE NEWS-PRESS

Featured Open Houses
SUNDAY, 12/16

11AM-2PM

707NW39TH AVE.,

CAPE CORAL

3 BR, 3 BA, Pool/Spa

$484,900

Michelle Forneris

239.849.4387

NORTHWEST
CAPE

3PM-5PM
428 SW 26TH AVE.,
CAPE CORAL
Waterfront Views
$430,000
Jennifer Raby,
Koffman Group
239.503.1763

SOUTHWEST
CAPE

11AM-3PM

2807 SW 37TH TER.,

CAPE CORAL

Gulf Access

$600,000

Ron Cotorakas

239.560.1406

SOUTHWEST
CAPE

1PM-4PM

11321 LONGWATER CHASE CT.,

FORTMYERS

Partial Lake Views

$882,000

Patti Testa

239.770.5445

GULF HARBOUR
YACHT & CC

1PM-3PM

1522MCGREGOR RESERVE DR.,

FORTMYERS

Pristine Condition

$800,000

Elaine Sawyer

239.940.1386

MCGREGOR
RESERVE

1PM-4PM
3187 FRANZONE RD.,
ST. JAMES CITY
Sailboat Gulf Access
$795,000
Kelly Heiniger
& Marc Wozny
239.203.5446

ST. JUDE HARBORS

SANIBEL
HIGHLANDS

1PM-4PM

531 PIEDMONT RD.,

SANIBEL

Move-In Ready!

$439,500

Sally Davies

239.691.3319

1PM-4PM

9027MOCKINGBIRD DR.,

SANIBEL

Fantastic Lake View

$849,000

Jamie Gates

239.910.2778

THE DUNES
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ner of Cushman & Wakefield represented
the seller.

201 Waldo LLC purchased vacant land
at 20 Waldo Ave. N., Lehigh Acres for
$882,500. Gary Tasman and John Albion
represented the seller.

Envision Lighting Systems LLC leased
3,134 square feet at 5268 Summerlin
Commons Way, No. 504, Fort Myers. Ga-
ry Tasman/John Albion/Gretchen Smith
of Cushman & Wakefield represented the

is a residential community in Naples.

Transactions

Cushman & WakefieldCommercial
Property Southwest Florida negotiated

these deals.
Elm Energy-EZ Comply LLC pur-

chased a flex/industrial building at 8901
Quality Road, Bonita Springs for $2.625
million. Gary Tasman and John Albion of
Cushman & Wakefield were the transac-
tion brokers.

Primrose School Franchising Co. pur-
chased 2.26 acres of land at 10350 Cork-
screw Commons Drive, Estero for $1 mil-
lion. Gary Tasman and Shawn Stonebur-

landlord and tenant.
IGT Global Solutions Corp. leased

2,800 square feet at 28041 Airpark Drive,
Unit 104 & 105, Punta Gorda. Gary Tas-
man and John Albion represented the
tenant.

165 square feet of office space was
leased at 12995 S. Cleveland Ave., PBS
#59, Fort Myers. Gary Tasman and
Gretchen Smith of Cushman & Wakefield
represented the landlord.

Briefs
Continued from Page 1F

Fort Myers since 1996. A year ago they
decided to downsize and go to an inde-
pendent living facility.

“We first were attracted to Campo
Felice, but whatever we were promised
did not happen,” Conrad Anowski ex-
plained. “And some of those things were
critical like the elevators. There were al-
ways problems with the elevators and
we definitely need the elevators.” 

Anowski loves playing bocce ball,
which was never built there. He loves
playing billiards but not on the one
smaller sized table there. At Amavida,
he is looking forward to playing on the
two bocce courts and on the full-size bil-
liards table.

“I love to play billiards and I love to
play bocce,” he said.

Renee Anowski likes the quick ser-
vice.

“We asked for the instructions for the
stove this morning and they delivered it
that day,” Renee Anowski said. “That
would never have happened at the other
place.”

The Anowskis chose a two-bedroom
cottage. They are excited about having
the golf cart that is provided with each
cottage at Amavida. Now the couple is
looking forward to meeting their new
neighbors, and taking part in all the ac-
tivities.

Jo Ann Compton and her little Mal-
tese dog also moved in the first day. She
chose a one bedroom apartment on the

fourth floor overlooking Lakes Park.
““I love the resort lifestyle and the

fact that everything is going to be conve-
nient, easy and done for you,” she said.

Compton has lived full time in Fort
Myers for 23 years, but is excited to have
an easier lifestyle.

“The amenities are quite substan-
tial,” she said.

Amavida has pickleball, tennis, bas-
ketball, bocce ball, three swimming
pools, three restaurants, a par 3 practice
range for chipping and putting, an art
studio, movie theater, free shuttle, on-
site pharmacy, and medical suites with
specialists and general practitioners.

“We have a doctor for house calls,”
Lane said.

Compton also likes the back gate,
only accessible for residents, that leads
right into Lakes Park.

“The walking activates will be con-
siderable because you can go right out
the back into Lakes Park,” she said.

Compton also likes having so much
on site from the restaurants to the doc-
tors.

“Part of the attraction is everything is
here and convenient, especially during
season,” she said.

She plans on taking part in a lot of the

activities, including yoga and stretching
classes and water aerobics.

“The other thing is the security and
technology is quite good,” she de-
scribed. “You can go online and see ev-
erything in terms of the menus and all
the daily activities, the movies that are
showing and everything. The manager
and staff are extremely knowledgeable,
but they are also warm and friendly. It
makes you feel like you are home.”

Lane said another thing that sets
Amavida apart is that the apartments
for independent living, assisted living
and memory care have the same floor
plans. That makes it easier for people if
they need to transition from one type of
housing to another in the facility. There
are five floor plans to choose from in the
apartments ranging 616 square feet un-
der air to 1,054 square feet under air. The
two cottage floor plans range in size
from 1,500 square feet to 1,700 square
feet.

“From the beginning they said De-
cember 1 would be move in and they
made that date,” Lane said as he
watched new residents unpacking.
“Construction began in January 2017
and we had residents eagerly waiting to
call this home.”

There are 28 cottages (shown) and 272 apartments in the independent living section of Amavida. PHOTOS BY ANDREA STETSON

When the Anowskis arrived at their new
home, there was a basket of chocolate
and fruit, and a welcome sign.

Amavida
Continued from Page 1F
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